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sperm from nest checks
a male bird and re-
reachesthe eggto  ghm e s placements, and
fertilize it. This can keep detailed
happen if the male records of their

is immature, if his
sperm is bad, or if
he and the female
fail to make suffi-
cient cloacal con-
tact during copula-
tion. Insufficient
frequency of copu-
lation also affects
egg fertility.

Eggs may also
fail to hatch when
addled, where a
live embryo dies
and begins to rot.
This can happen if
incubation is sus-
pended for too
long during cold
weather, or if the
egg suffers a blow
that cracks the
shell allowing bac-
teria to enter.

Eggs can also
fail to hatch if they
get too wet, or are
handled exces-
sively by humans.
The normal skin
oils on human
hands can clog the
microscopic pores
that allow the em-
bryo to respire
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birds’s breeding suc-
cess, landlords often
find nests with 9, 10,
11, or even 12 mar-
tin eggs and think
their birds have bro-
ken the clutch-size
world record. What
usually is occurring is
a renesting attempt
where the first clutch
of eggs failed to
hatch and the female
has laid a second
clutch without re-
moving the first.
How can you
spot a renesting at-
tempt? Simply, if
you are keeping
Project Martin-
Watch-type data (see
chart above), you
will see clutch-size
increases (or de-
creases followed by
increases) long after
the original clutch
was completed.
Landlords should
record what they
find, but leave the
eggs alone. Let the

birds reject the ?

old eggs.
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